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Abstract

A Study on Literacy Education within Daily Lives through
'Eongan (Korean Letter)’ in the Mid-Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Eun Hee(Kongjus University)

The purpose of this study is to find out that there were literacy eduction in the Joseon
through Eongan (Korean letters) under the premise that it began at the time in which
Hangul was first made. We will find out how the literacy educations were formed in the
Joseon Dynasty, who were targeted and what the meaning of them are. The books we
research are Hyunpungguakssiungan jubea(2004);, it was written by Beak Du Hyun which
was found in the grave of Jinju Ha, the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty and
Chinpilunganchonglam(Kim il geun)

Through Eongan, used by each social classes in the Mid-Josen, we are able to look at
the practical use of Korean and its education. Eongan at of that time shows that literacy
educations were taught at home. It implies that the literacy education of Joseon were
directed informally as people vividly expressed their emotions and daily lives through
Eongan. The Eongan allowed communication. Literacy educations targeted all stratums
from princes to slaves in that time. In the point of view that literacy educations were
melted in everyone's life as the form of learning, we can consider them lifelong
educations.

Also, letters plays the role of conveying lifestyle and culture. They show ts various
lifestyle such as food, clothing, shelters, traditional ceremonies, manners and receptions of
guests.

* Key words: Eongan, Eonseo, Eonmun, literary education.

- 164 -



