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ABSTRACT

The relationship between adult learners’ income and

self-directedness for learning

-In the case of Seoul, Daegu, Gyeongsang-do and other regions

Shin, Eun Kyoung(Hosan University)
Hyun, Young Sup(Kyoungpook National University)

Self-Directedness for Learning(SDL) has been an important issue in the academic
field of lifelong education. Until now, the overseas studies about the measurement
and social factors of SDL changes are continuously reported. But in Korea,
researchers are mainly focused on learning strategies or methods as the independent
variables of SDL. This research trend in Korea looks like isolating SDL from social
contexts. It means that some studies in Korea investigated the relationship between
learning strategies or methods and SDL without considering adult learners’ social
factor such as income, age, sex, etc. In order to understand the change or effects of
SDL researchers need to accept that SDL and adult learners are social facts and
take into account some social factors. Based on these viewpoint, we positively
investigated the relationships among income, sex, age, academic level, the level of
participation on lifelong education, and SDL.

For this purpose, data were collected from 932 adult learners in Korea through
network survey and paper-and-pencil questionnaire. Utilizing the data, we conducted
descriptive  analysis, Pearson’s correlation  coefficient analysis, and multiple
regression analysis. From these analyses, we arrived at the conclusions like the
followings. First, income had an affirmative influence on SDL. The more income, the
more SDL. Second, sex, academic level, and the level of participation on lifelong
education also had the affirmative influences on SDL. On the bases of these findings,

some suggestions were discussed.

= Key words: adult learner, income, self-directedness for learning
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