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Abstract

Educational Progress of Adult Literacy and Expansion

of its Meaning in the Republic of Korea

Kwak, Sam-geun(Ewha Womans University)

Park, Se-young(Ewha Womans University)

This research aims to look at the progress of adult literacy education as part of
lifelong education and study the possibility of new literacy education. So far, literacy
education has been extended to the ability to live independently, but it has been
criticized for lack of the practical ability as a real literacy or cultural being due to its
functional approach. This article suggests three-layered literacy education; the right to
learn with profound contents structure, the liberal arts allowing learner’'s active
expression of aesthetic imagery, and the cultural literacy education understanding
traditional values. Away from functional literacy, literacy process through aesthetic
experience will improve an individual's quality of life, foster community minds based
on Sung-Ki-Sung-Mool (BCE#) humanity, and create cultural assets and virtue
with tradition. This three-layered literacy education while allowing already educated
learners should go beyond the knowledge level where people learn new things to
realizing the wisdom level where we can reflect on our society, promote social
practices for community members’ happier lives through active participation.

x Key words: literacy education, cultural literacy, humanities, cultured person,

wisdom
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