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Abstract

A Phenomenological Study on Lived-Through Experience

of Adults Life-long Learners on Humanity

Hyangwon Kwon(Sungkyunkwan University)
Sun Yi Kim(Sungkyunkwan University)

This study seeks to understand what are experienced by adults life-long learners on
humanity study and how the experience resulted in their inner change using
phenomenological qualitative strategy. The rationale for this approach is based on the fact
that in South Korea, the systems of life-long education on humanity are characterized by
their hierarchial and top-down orientation. This situation thereby might be linked to the
problems of insensitivity to the learners de facto needs and expectations, which deserve
more scholarly attention. Bearing this in mind, the researchers conducted an ethnographic
field study for 11 months as well as in-depth person-to-person interviews of 23 subjects,
with a particular focus on the ‘essence structure’ and ‘inner change, which were taking
place through the learners’ lived-through experience on life-long learning of humanity
subjects. Adopting Colaizzi's (1978) analytic guideline, the study found that the
lived-through experience consists of three essences such as (1) gaining, (2) draining, (3)

sharing. In addition, more rich descriptions on these essences were represented.

* Key words:  Adult Learners, Humanity Learning, Life-long Learning, Phenomenology,
Qualitative Study
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