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Abstract

The Meaning of Critical Thinking and the Principle of
Teaching Critical Thinking in Adult Education

Park, Sang Ok(Kongju National University)
Lee, Da Hyun(Kongju National University)

Lifelong education traditionally has carried out a role of supporting conscientization and
social reform. In a case of Korean lifelong education, popular education to elevate critical
conscientization for people has been practiced for a long time. But currently, lifelong
education is indifferent to social and political issues, and holds on to conservative stance
by focusing on policy and practice. So, this study tries to see critical adult education that
is isolated from central discussion of lifelong education, and aims to search for
discussions in the aspect of teaching. To do this, the meaning of critical thinking on
critical adult education is reviewed and key principles on critical teaching are examined.
As a result, it is confirmed that critical thinking in adult education is a social practice
that finds out alternative solutions to change oppressive and problematic condition that
affect individuals. Education that teaches critical thinking aims to political and life praxis
to actualize critical thinking, and adult educator who teaches critical thinking pursues
change in his/her own educational practice and become a subject of educational and social
change in the real world. Conversation is a major method for teaching, and making a
condition for conversation is important. The life of an adult learner is the content of this
education, and conversation as a educational method plays an important role that

generates educational content.

* Key words: Critical Adult Education, Critical Thinking, Teaching, Adult Educator, Praxis
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