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Abstract

The Discourse Configuration of Adult Literacy
Education Studies

Heo, Joon(Yeungnam University)
Lee, Gyeongmin(Yeungnam University)

Lee, Jinhee(Yeungnam University)

Literacy is not an exclusive topic of lifelong education studies but a social, historical
and cultural concept. The purpose of this research, which has been conducted with this
critique in mind, is to analyse the discourse configuration of adult literacy education
studies with the ‘Semantic Network Analysis’ method on key words in related articles
published in the academic journals of South Korea. To do this, we collected 167 key
words from 300 articles registered in four academic information sites and analyzed the
whole network structure, the change in time, and ego-centered networks of main terms
related to literacy. We then discussed as follows. First, the discourse configuration of
adult literacy studies forms a complex discourse system associated with a variety of
literacy practices. Second, this system has sub-systems connected with their own specific
literacy practices. Third, this system is also a dynamic discourse system still evolving in
the dynamics among related discourses. On the basis of these discussions, we proposed to
extend the research area, to conduct meta-level research, to deepen existing studies, and
to expand interests in critical discourse to challenge dult literacy education studies from a

lifelong education perspective.

* Key words: literacy, adult literacy education, lifelong education, semantic network analysis
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