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Abstract

Understanding the “Replacement Theory” of
the Life-Long Education in the Historical Context

Choi, Kwang-Man(Chungnam National University)

This study tries to understand the one of the life-long education theories. The theory
regards the modern school system as outdated and proposes to replace it by a new
educational system and to recover the life of learning. I call it as “replacement theory”.
For this purpose, this study adapts historical perspective. I think the historical approach
show the strong and weak points of modern school system vividly which the replacement
theory criticizes, and so help to estimate the validity of the theory. The results of the
study as follows:

First, the modern school system is established by the principle of the universal
education. It is the most great achievement in the history of education above all. And the
principle of the universal education is so important in a democratic society that it should
be esteemed as the core principle in the new educational system as well.

Second, the modern school system develops to systemize the learning in contrast to the
Chosen dynasty but the learning is disfigured by the standardization of curriculum in the
progress. But the “modularization” of curriculum which the replacement theorist favours
seems to bo one of many standardizations. So the meaning of the recovery of learning
must be examined more critically in the theory.

Third, at present the modern school system is on the stage of beginning, so it is wiser
to correct the problems of modern school system gradually than to replace it by a new
educational system abruptly. In reality, there are many items to be scrutinized in advance
of proposing the necessity of building a new educational system. For example, the
opportunity of education, the fulfillment of the social man power, the possibility of the

pubic examination, the budget or money, the role of the teacher and so on.
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Fourth, although there seems to be a severe difference between the replacement theory
and the evolutionist standpoint of the modern school system, they have many items to

converse and cooperate to establish a more educational society.

* Key words: replacement theory, the principle of universal education, modern school system,
educational system, learning
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