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Abstract

TrendinJapan’sLifelongLearning Policy:

FocusonCommunityRevitalizationPolicy

Kim, Mee-Ran(Korean Educational Development Institute)

Amid the increasingly prevalent social tendencies toward having a small number of
children and of an aging population in recent years and the advent of a knowledge-based
soclety characterized by globalization and informatization, Japan is striving to achieve a
lifelong learning society. In particular, in an era where the foundation of local
communities 1S weakening, Japan is pushing for a number of community revival
campaigns through lifelong learning in order to promote revitalization of local
communities. The major characteristics of these campaigns are as follows: First, Japan is
strongly pushing for a local lifelong learning policy encompassing both life-long and
life-wide aspects, which include formal education. Second, Japan is strengthening linkages
not only among central government ministries in an inter-ministry manner, but also
between the central and local governments. Third, Japan is making a concerted effort to
expand learning opportunities for the underprivileged. Fourth, Japan is implementing all
these activities from public perspectives through active self-directed participation of local
NPOs. Finally Japan tries to promote the vitality of a community through the training of
community leaders who can play the role of learning coordinators. This lifelong learning
policy being applied in Japan provides valuable ideas for uplifting Korea's lifelong learning

policy.

* Key words: lifelong learning policy, learning opportunities, community revitalization
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