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Abstract

Trend Analysis of Research on Adult Literacy in Korea

Kim, Myoung Sook(Ajou University)
Eo, Jae Young(Ajou University)
Yi, Sung Yup(Ajou University)

This study is for an analysis of trends on adult literacy in Korea since the term
"literacy’ was used. We have searched for studies published in the academic journals or
nominated by the National Research Foundation of Korea by putting the key words
'literacy’ and 'literacy education’ in the search engine of Korea Education & Research
Information Service and the National Assembly Library. The studies on adult literacy
started in 1989, and have continually been studied until July 2016. Four selections and
analysis have been performed. Ninety-two (92) cases of the study related to ’adult
literacy’ have been presented. Significant numbers of the study have been actively
presented since 2014. Research on adult literacy have been published the most on the
education journals. Research topics are categorized in seven types: Most of the topics are
related to the contents and methods. The status and situation, concepts and awareness,
foreign and domestic practices, policies and institutions, the role and development projects,
and literacy history are studied in rank order. The literature research method, the
quantitative research method, the qualitative research method and the combined research
method are used in order. The greatest number of the study object is theory and policy.
The literacy learner is ranked second; the literacy teacher or expert is ranked in order.

According to the findings of the analysis, there are some tasks we face: First, we
should verify the effectiveness of the contents and methods in adult literacy, research and
analyze the education philosophy and ideology of literacy teachers. Second, we should
analyze the trend on the literacy education dealing with all subjects in whole life in the
perspective of lifelong education. Third, we should teach adults not only the basic
competence but also the literacy led by the government. It should be considered as a
national responsibility. Finally, we should realize adult literacy as a national policy and do
a national complete enumeration survey and not just a sample survey to confirm the
number of illiterates.

* Key words: Literacy, research of trends, adult basic competencies, lifelong learning
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