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Abstract

Learner Positions, Learning Management Apparatus and
Contextual Knowledge: Exploring Core Concepts for

Building a Lifelong Learning Theory

Kang, Dae Joong (Seoul National University)

Kim, Euitae (Seoul National University)

Park, Jisuk (Seoul National University)

Choi, Seonjoo (National Institute for Lifelong Education)
Choi, Ilseon (Kyunghee University)

Lifelong learning has so far been studied mainly within a macro discourse, being more
of a policy rhetoric than a concept to figure out human learning activities. While adult
learning theories have given plausible explanations for the learning phenomena within
certain phases or stages of life in adulthood, it does not succeed in exploring lifelong
learning activity and its impact on the formation of one’s life itself. In addition to the
given macro discourse, this paper proposes a lifelong learning theory from the micro—
and/or meso-level approach. To account for life stages (the progressive lifespan angle),
domains of life (the horizontal life-wide angle), and life meanings (the axial life-deep
angle), we introduce three core concepts and discuss their interrelationship. (1) Learner
positions show what learners exhibit when experiencing learning events. (2) Learning
management apparatuses represent all factors such as discourses, institutions and learning
tools as well as the network among the factors, which engage in one's learning
activities. (3)  Contextual — knowledge reveals what learners read into  their
learning activities. As to the interrelationship, learning management apparatuses
(re)produce learners through the distribution of contextual knowledge. Learner positions
enable learners to create new learning management apparatus to distribute, modify, and
create contextual knowledge. Contextual knowledge lays the groundwork for learning

activities. These core concepts require being substantiated and embodied by additional
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empirical case studies to derive a lifelong learning theory that can tell more about our

learning lives.

* Key words: lifelong learning theory, leamer positions, leamning management apparatus,

contextual knowledge, adult learning theory
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