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Abstract

Entertainment Humanities: A Status Shift of TV

Humanities Programs
Yang, Euna(Korea Nazarene University)

TV humanities programs, which have emerged in the middle of adult humanities
learning fever in recent years, have become a strong cultural icon in society, expanding
their powerful influence to publishing, culture, and popular education markets beyond the
broadcasting ecosystem. The purpose of this study is to investigate the nature and
educational transformation of TV humanities programs, which have been on the rise
recently, in the context of lifelong education. For this purpose, the investigator selected
and analyzed a total of 22 programs according to the nine representative types of TV
humanities programs and conducted an in-depth interview with 14 core subjects in related
areas (broadcasting producers, humanities scholars, lifelong education researchers, and
planners and critics in publishing and media). The findings show that the softening
tendency of TV humanities programs were characterized by a status shift of connections
beyond a border crossing each other based on the features of hybrid imitation and
hybridity between the culture & education and entertainment genres. Inherent in it were
such characteristics as becoming a snack culture as a product to be consumed lightly,
making a star instructor and making a panel of entertainers universal as production
components of hit shows, packing a complete product with editing techniques, and
creation and hub of adult liberal education markets with big money. They led to the
metamorphosis of educational nature and image through fast food-like delivery of
one-time products, closed questions and lack of educational communication devices, culture
& education hidden behind high-technology, absence of regular and strict testing systems,
and omission of social issues. Today’s TV humanities programs are not just a cultural
commercialization of liberal education to show the material nature of capitalism in an

extreme way, but it is needed to focus on the softening of messages themselves to
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differentiate cultural & educational programs. Here, the essence is to present different
humanities products today from those in the past while dealing with the same humanities.
One of its characteristics is a status shift between messages and their messengers. In
short, culture & education is being covered gradually and developed into entertainment
between the questions of: "Is culture & education becoming entertainment?” and "Is

entertainment becoming culture & education?”

* Key words: TV humanities programs, hybridity, cultural commercialization of liberal education,
culture & education becoming entertainment, status shift
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